To The Hon Clare Scriven MP
Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development
Dear Minister Scriven,
Concerns Regarding Re-instatement of Spear fishing at Kingston Park & Marino

In a recent reply to me, Prof Gavin Begg of PIRSA stated that 'over 50 relevant organisations'
were contacted by PIRSA in their consultation last year. Our group, which represents over
2500 households in the 5049 postal area that includes Marino Rocks, one of the opened areas,
was not contacted. We are aware of 7 submissions made – all against changing the existing
rules. It would be useful to see a summary of the full results from the consultation so can you
inform us if that data is available to view as PIRSA has not responded to our request?
The City of Onkaparinga and City of Marion councils were against any change to the
spearfishing ban that had applied for the past 30 years to the Adelaide metro coast - as were 6
groups we know were contacted - Conservation Council SA, a diving body, a lifesaving club,
a yacht club plus one individual who happened to hear of the consultation. Do you know
what, if any, community organisations were contacted? There was no awareness among the
public of this so were they informed in any way so as to be able to participate in the
consultation? It seems that Minister Basham appointed David Scholefield, leader of a couple
of spearfishing groups, as Chair of his Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (MRFAC) last
year and the Minister was subsequently asked to open up areas near Adelaide to spearfishing,
which he achieved, but there does not seem to have been wide community consultation.
Please see a link to our petition here which 1,350 locals have signed, showing their concern.
Prof Begg says that spearfishing is popular but also sustainable yet that seems a contradiction
in terms as, if there are lots of spear fishers visiting 2 small areas of coast, they will surely
diminish the fish numbers unsustainably? He also said there is little or no bycatch but we
were sent a photo of a large dusky morwong discarded on the footpath next to a bin soon after
the ban was lifted at Marino Rocks. A letter from a local snorkeller shows that spearfishing is
affecting the enjoyment of the sea by others and also mentions the dusky morwongs:
‘I think with snorkelling at Marino I did end up sick of it all spoiling the experience because as a
recreational snorkeller it became quite unenjoyable because of this change in policy. About
three dives (I think) before avoiding the area, probably within the first 6-8 weeks. A constant
procession of spearers, as one leaving the water another entering, every time. On most
occasions it was around separate three parties in the water at the same time, but each time there
was at least always active spearing. Also the current generation of spearers target dusky
morwong, large sleepy slow to move fish that are the easiest of targets; old school spearers
avoided these as historically not good eating.’

As there were likely to be inexperienced spear fishers trying out the activity for the first time
and in need of guidance, PIRSA has no excuse for not displaying new signage from Feb 17th,
when the rules changed, rather than a month later. I am pleased that the old boat ramp has
been determined to be a landing and that the new sign clearly shows that it is not allowed to
be used for spear fishing but it was used in that way until the sign appeared and no one was

sure what was allowed so did not ring Fishwatch. I have also been told that a Fishwatch
inspector recently came to Marino Rocks and observed spear fishers. While he was there,
they stayed 100m away from the Old Boat Ramp but when he left they returned to fishing
illegally in the ramp area. This shows how difficult it is to effectively police the coast with
limited staff when some spear fishers flout the rules.
The new sign says size limits apply but does not mention bag limits. Has a suitable sign like
those at Brighton Jetty been installed to show what the bag limit is? I have been told that
most of the species caught by spear fishers are not those of commercial importance or the fish
usually caught by hook and line so have never been allocated size and bag limits, even if they
are actually endangered species. Most of the slower fish able to be caught by spear fishers are
likely to be the inedible reef fish that are popular with snorkellers and divers and therefore
important for attracting tourists and locals alike to participate in these sports on our coastline.
Viewing marine life while snorkelling or diving is a harmless activity and does not affect fish
numbers, but just 1 spear fisher can deplete an area even if he does not intend to but
accidentally spears a rare fish species such as Western Blue Devil and Groper, Harlequin
Fish, Blue Morwong, Longsnout Boarfish, various wobbegong species. Would the eagle rays
that are a common and popular sight near Brighton Jetty be fair game if they travelled down
the coast a short way to the Kingston Park area? I have also seen a local petition to stop a
recent spate of killings of baby Port Jackson sharks that are stabbed in the head. This is
probably fishers when they are taken as bycatch as they are being found paralysed under local
jetties and dying a slow painful death - but the same callous attitude that marine creatures can
be killed for sport is becoming prevalent, maybe due to spearfishing now allowed in the area.
The City of Onkaparinga submitted that there should be no change to the ban and that:
In Council’s response back to PIRSA it is also recommended that PIRSA should:
 Conduct broader public consultation should the matter be progressed further
 Demonstrate how public safety will be enforced in areas that are opened to
spearfishing
 Explain how it will communicate and enforce the different rules for the different
zones in a way that people can understand and adhere to
Can I ask if any of this has been done?
Prof Gavin Begg was asked if there would be any monitoring of the areas opened up for
spearfishing to ensure that marine species do not decline. He did not give a specific response
but it is surely essential to estimate population trends of marine species in these areas so as to
react appropriately.
Unless there is sufficient evidence to show that proper community consultation was carried
out before opening up the 2 areas to spearfishing, it seems appropriate for the new state
government to either reverse the decision and close the areas or to properly consult the wider
community, then make a decision based on those results. It would also be sensible, if the
areas do remain open, to ensure that they are monitored so that any decline in fish numbers is
responded to appropriately and in a timely manner rather than just assume ‘she’ll be right’.

Lynda Yates
Lynda Yates

Environmental task group lead, Treasurer

CC Minister Close, Minister for Environment and Water

Attached for your interest a copy of the email letter sent to Minister Basham, your
predecessor and instigator of the changes in February this year to the spearfishing rules on the
Adelaide metro coast:

30 year Spear fishing ban to be reinstated
5049 Coastal Community asks that the 30-year ban on spearfishing along Adelaide’s
metropolitan coast, which was recently lifted in 2 areas, be reinstated for the following
reasons:
1.
The consultation carried out last year by PIRSA did not adequately consult affected
coastal communities and groups – for instance, 5049 Coastal Community was not consulted.
2.
Conservation Council SA, City of Marion and City of Onkaparinga were asked to
submit and all replied that the ban should remain (but were then apparently ignored in
favour of a spearfishing group lobbying for change). It appears they received no notification
of the results of the consultation or of the subsequent changes to the rules. This also
happened to a private citizen who made a submission (again, he wanted the ban to remain
as it was).
3.
PIRSA does not seem to have notified either the general public or Fishwatch staff of
the new regulations. ‘No spearfishing’ signs were not removed (later this was done by spear
fishers) so the first locals knew about it was seeing spear fishers with their lethal guns at
spots where families with children like to play.
4.
The reason given for lifting of the ban is that it will encourage economic activity.
However, families, swimmers, snorkelers and divers contribute greatly to coastal
economies, much more so than people with cheap spears, and they will be less likely to
patronise their local beach if spear fishers are present killing marine species in front of their
children and reducing the sea to a dead zone. Injured and dying fish may also attract sharks
inshore. The fish were not scared of people and easily seen by swimmers, snorkelers and
divers so would have been easy to spear - hardly sport - but now most are gone and the
pleasure of seeing them is lost so the economic support of these people and also of tourists
may be lost if they go elsewhere or stop diving etc. Taking a photo or seeing a fish is
sustainable but killing a fish stops other people from enjoying it - permanently.
5.
Spear fishers do not seem to be doing the right thing. They are leaving their spears
on the rocks and boat ramp at Marino Rocks without covering the barbs so that people,
their children and dogs are endangered. As they need no licence or registration (unlike most
other areas of the world), they usually have no training and are unaware of what species
they are killing and whether it is edible or not. See the attached photo of a large dusky
morwong, an inedible fish, that was left on the ground beside a bin after being speared –
what a waste and a potential health hazard, council staff had to remove it.
6.
Did PIRSA realise the number of spear fishers that would descend on suitable sites
like Marino Rocks where several groups of spear fishers have been present almost
continuously over the last few weeks and have decimated the marine life that used to live
there? Did PIRSA consider the effects of this on these marine species and the coastal
ecology generally? It seems likely that many of the fish being speared are juveniles and if
this wholesale killing continues, there will be few fish left to mature, breed and inhabit our

coastal waters. Also, as many of these creatures stay in their home territory and don't
travel, restocking the area from outside will be slow.
Please reinstate the ban on spearfishing to all metropolitan coastal waters so people can
enjoy the coast as before. The population is too large to make spearfishing a sustainable
activity. See the petition from over 1100 people at
https://www.change.org/Restore_Adelaide_Spearfishing_Ban

Spear fishers

Discarded dusky morwong

Protest at Marino Rocks

We are happy to discuss this matter at any time.

Lynda Yates
Lynda Yates
0417 484 717

Environmental task group lead, Treasurer
5049communicator@gmail.com

5049 Coastal Community

Stronger together
A: PO BOX 902 Brighton SA 5048 Kaurna Land

0412 212 263 or 0412 844 188
website Facebook
ABN 189 098

641 21

We acknowledge the Kaurna people as the traditional owners and custodians of the land where our
5049 community resides.
We respect their spiritual relationship with country that has developed over thousands of years, and the
cultural heritage and beliefs that remain important to Kaurna People today.
CC Minister Speirs, Minister for Environment and Water
CC Rob George ‘Restore the Ban’
CC Craig Wilkins Conservation Council SA
CC Mark Pierson Friends of Gulf St Vincent

