BOUNDARY REFORM PROPOSAL
FOR MARINO
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Why is a boundary
change for Marino being
considered?

Why should the residents of
Marino want to transfer to
Holdfast Bay?

For years, many residents of
Marino have suggested Marino
should be part of the City of
Holdfast Bay. This happened a
lot during the last local election
campaign. On 27 August 2019,
Holdfast Bay Council resolved to
support Marino residents applying
for a boundary realignment if there
was interest. This is resident driven.

Marino is part of the Bay
geographically. Residents of
Marino attend schools, clubs
and sporting groups in Holdfast
Bay, and have to travel through
Holdfast Bay to get home. There
is a community of interest between
Marino, Kingston Park and
Seacliff. A council focused on that
community rather than elsewhere
will provide better services,
facilities, and lower rates.
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What would happen to my rates if Marino joined Holdfast Bay?
The rates in Holdfast Bay are lower than Marion. Council rates are calculated by multiplying the value of a
property by a rate in the dollar. In 2019/2020, the residential rate for Marion was 0.00335766. The residential
rate for Holdfast Bay was 0.0024259. This means lower rates for residential properties in Holdfast Bay:

Value

Holdfast Bay

Marion

Saving

Minimum rate
$450,000
$650,000
$900,000
$1,200,000

$1,002.00
$1,091.66
$1,576.83
$2,183.31
$2,911.08

$1,059.00
$1,510.95
$2,182.48
$3,021.89
$4,029.19

$57.00
$419.29
$605.65
$838.58
$1,118.11

What’s in it for Holdfast Bay?
In 2019/2020, the City of Holdfast Bay will earn approximately $35.872 million in rates out of a total revenue
of approximately $67.691 million. We estimate that there will be a net increase in rate revenue of approximately
$300,000 to $500,000 if Marino becomes part of the City. It’s likely that these monies will be used to pay for
services and facilities in Marino, especially since they appear to not be up to the level of the rest of Holdfast Bay.

But I heard a rumour that Holdfast Bay was just doing this so it could pay down its debt?
No. In recent years, the City of Holdfast Bay has borrowed money to pay for facilities like the Kauri Parade
Sporting Complex. This debt is being paid off in a planned manner. Whether or not Marino becomes part of
Holdfast Bay, this plan will not change.

Do the councils have to pay thousands to consultants to consider the boundary change?
No. Under the law, if the proposal to change the boundaries comes from residents rather than the council, the
costs of investigating the proposal are paid by the State Government’s Boundary Commission. This includes the
cost of any financial audit or asset audit.

If the boundary change goes ahead, does Holdfast Bay have to pay millions to the City of
Marion for all the roads and the community hall in Marino?
No. If the boundary change is approved, it may be that Holdfast Bay has to compensate Marion for any facility
that Marion has recently installed, such as the Bandon Terrace Reserve Playground. We believe that it does not
have to pay Marion for older facilities, or the roads, or the loss of rate revenue. This is based on advice from the
Boundary Commission and the office of the State Minister.
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If Marino were to transfer to Holdfast Bay, what would be its representation?
The Coastal Ward of Marion has two councillors and comprises Marino, part of Seacliff Park and Hallett Cove.
If a boundary change were to happen, initially Marino would form part of a ward with three councillors, sharing
them with its community of interest in Seacliff and Kingston Park.

Doesn’t Holdfast Bay only spend money on Glenelg?
No. Since 2014/2015, new capital spending for Seacliff and Brighton has been $29.183m. This has been
towards projects such as the Kauri Parade Sporting Complex, the Kingston Park Coast Park, the Seacliff Surf
Club, the Seacliff Sailing Club, the Brighton Caravan Park, Brighton Oval and the Minda Coast Park. This has
included Council obtaining grants from State and Federal government of $15.157m. Council has put $14.026m
of rate payers money towards these projects. By comparison, Holdfast Bay has spent only a total of $9.040m on
Glenelg and Somerton, which includes grant money.

Why don’t the two councils just merge?
Holdfast Bay and its residents don’t want a merger. No one at the City of Marion has suggested or supported a
merger other than its Mayor. There is no serious proposal for a merger; large mega-councils become costly and
unresponsive. In NSW, council mergers have seen rates increase rather than decrease.

Where to next?
An application to change the boundaries is made to the Boundary Commission. It needs a “principal” – one
person to put their name to the application who has a petition with 10% of the residents supporting the change.
This triggers the process of formal consideration by the Commission. Holdfast Bay will be holding a meeting early
in 2020 to see whether there is support for the change, and will provide support as to the petition.
What’s the bottom line?
If Marion is now making promises as to providing better facilities and services to Marino in the future, the
residents of Marino should stay in that council area and hold Marion to those promises!
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/CityofHoldfastBay
/holdfastbay

holdfast.sa.gov.au
Brighton Civic Centre
24 Jetty Road, Brighton SA 5048 PO Box 19
Brighton SA 5048
P 08 8229 9999
F 08 8298 4561
E mail@holdfast.sa.gov.au
Glenelg Customer Service Centre
and Library
2 Colley Terrace, Glenelg SA 5045
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