McConnell Reserve Public Consultation
Submission to City of Marion against disposal

July 19 2017

City of Marion McConnell Avenue Reserve Revocation
Consultation submission
The following is a written submission against the proposal by Marion
Council to revoke the community land status on the McConnell Reserve
western side and sell the land for residential development.

Introduction and overview
McConnell Reserve comprises 2 areas of public open space either side of McConnell
Ave, Marino. Marion Council have decided to pursue revocation of the community land
status of the western portion of McConnell Ave, based on the assertion that the
western side is under- used and surplus to requirements.
As a community, we do appreciate that our Council has a responsibility to manage
public assets responsibly and to ensure that all assets meet the needs of the
community throughout the City of Marion. Prudent management involves periodic
reviews of facilities to ensure they fit the strategic objectives of the Council. The new
Council and administration team have taken this very seriously on our behalf. Clearly
if an asset has no strategic future, then Council has the right to consider disposal of
that asset, subject to community consultation and to put the revenues back into other
deserving open space assets. Noting that there is no guarantee Marino will be the
recipient.
We also appreciate what our Council and local Councillors have championed on our
behalf in the suburb of Marino; as we play catch up, under the fairness and equity
mantra, in our somewhat neglected, yet deserving suburb. We continue to enjoy the
collaboration on matters of mutual interest and appreciate Council’s attention to our
causes and are keen to advocate for good decision- making and governance.
On this occasion, however, we choose to differ with the City of Marion. This proposal
before the community doesn't align with our community’s views. The current
consultation process about the proposal to sell off the western side of McConnell
Reserve is based on, to quote from the letter regarding the decision… “it serves no
useful purpose” and its disposal will “not have any significant effect on the
community” . We believe this significant decision will impact on the community and
whilst it might not appear to serve a useful purpose now, it is only through a belief by
many, that this part of the reserve is private land and because the Council has failed to

maintain or invest in the western side of McConnell reserve it has become less and less appealing
and underutilised. It is the view of the MRA and the local community, that with appropriate
improvements, this land will be significantly more attractive and used much more frequently in
the future. Let’s change the focus. Such a significant decision requires a robust
conversation and needs to take onboard an alternative view of this space as more
than just a local facility.
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Our premise is based on our research and community consultation; it is clear
that:

This is a suburb wide issue
This is not just a local reserve
Marino is under supplied with level accessible public open
space
This is a unique level location with views
This should be a destination reserve
Its potential for multi-purpose use by all should be
unlocked
It could be linked via a network to other open spaces
Let’s keep this land for future generations as our
population increases and demographics change

Background
The origin of the reserve is surrounded in urban myth. Many long-term local residents
share the story that the land was bequeathed to the community to be used for
recreation, in perpetuity. However, the official documents indicate the land was setaside as part of the original subdivision of this area in 1922 by the Portland Cement
Company. The end result was the same. An area of land reserved for community use.
Over the years the reserve has been used by netball clubs, recreational tennis players
and has provided a safe and accessible location for local children to enjoy the
outdoors. Many people meet and socialise at the courts and congregate on New Year’s
Eve to watch the fireworks. The reserve also provides refuge to the many hikers and
cyclists who climb the hills of Marino for recreation.
This isn’t the first time that Marino is in danger of losing this open space, its
recreational possibilities and the magnificent coastal and city views afforded by
McConnell Reserve.
Around2000, due to the protracted and persistent efforts of the Marino Residents
Association and Marion Council, the asphalt plant in Linwood Quarry was finally closed;
but soon after that Council decided to sell off the Reserve.
It was in a dilapidated state, having had little to no maintenance for many years and
residents were informed that the Council could not afford to resurface the courts.
The association approached Boral and the then C.E.O. of the Council, Mark Searle, and
suggested that Boral donate the asphalt while the Council repaired the tennis court
fences and removed high fencing from the western side replacing with a low tubular
fence. Local residents, led by Nigel Wesson, have since kept the areas tidy, spreading
mulch, repainting lines and replacing nets.
It was made clear at that time, that there would be no further enhancement
of the Reserve beyond a pergola, barbecue and bench.
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In December 2016 the Council included the reserve in a Council- wide review of
netball and tennis facilities. The Council undertook consultation on this review via a
letter box drop to residents within 300m of the reserve. The letter included a
questionnaire about the specific use of both the east and west side of the reserve,
even though it was one reserve. This rang alarm bells for many residents that the
Council had earmarked the reserve for sale. The questions were very much about the
current level of amenity with no question posed about future needs. It is worth noting
that the consultation was over the Christmas period, with many people busy or away.
At the time, it was made clear by the local Councillors that the eastern side was
secure and indeed the Council would look to undertake improvements to the eastern
side; but no details were forthcoming. The western side was continually referred to as
surplus and redundant without any specific mention of sale for residential land,
although it was implied.
As a result, the wider community became concerned about the potential loss and a
petition and deputation were provided to Council – both spoke of the reserve as a
whole. The petition carried 189 signatures for the retention of both sides. Despite
this, Council continued to refer to the reserve in an east and west sense and in May
2017 voted to pursue the process of revoking community title on the western side of
the reserve. Disappointingly, the motion was moved and seconded by the local ward
Councillors, despite the concerns of a significant number of residents.
Public consultation on the proposal commenced on Monday 26 June 2017, with all
households within 400m radius receiving a letter seeking their views. The consultation
ran for 3 weeks, closing on 20 July 2017. In parallel, Council has undertaken a
physical site survey and analysis to determine if there are any impediments or risks
with the land, before proceeding. A report will be taken to Full Council on 22 August.
If Council vote to proceed they will need to seek permission from the State
Government to re-classify the land from community to private residential land before
going to market.

Page 3 of 15

City of Marion McConnell Avenue Reserve Revocation
Consultation submission …cont
Existing Planning Context
Whilst Marino has a good deal of green open space and coastal reserves; the
proportion of level accessible open space is comparatively small. Marino only has
approximately 5 %accessible public open space, significantly less than adjoining
suburbs.

Existing Context Map

It is also worth noting that in the Council’s letter it directed people to two other
reserves nearby at the bottom of the hill as options within the 500m guide line. The
Newlands Reserve is currently 60% biodiversity planting and 40% Marino Community
Garden; a great facility but not really comparable as it is a more specialised reserve.
The Newland Ave Linear Reserve adjacent the train line is mostly un-developed, not as
level and does not have the clear appeal and amenity of McConnell.
It is also noted, that the 500m walking guide- line for the provision of open space
doesn’t really take into account the terrain; it assumes a relatively flat suburb. So
travel distances with a pusher need to be much shorter in hilly suburbs. This was
acknowledged as a factor by the Mayor at the public forum on July 13, 2017.
To further compound the under- provision of open space in Marino; when Holdfast Bay
developed the tennis centre on Kauri Parade, they removed the popular John Mathwin
Reserve with its open space, playground shelter and bbq and there is no sign of any
replacement of the open space lost to this development. So whilst this was in a
different Council area, it was naturally shared by the Marino residents and is still
sorely missed by families in both Council areas. The only remaining playground is on
the eastern side of the railway at Marino Rocks Railway station at the bottom of the
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hill. This leaves McConnell reserve as the only accessible level open space in the hilly
zone east of the rail corridor.
Whilst we note that the proportion of accessible open space is below the
acceptable norm now, what of the future?

Future Planning Context

Potential Future Context Map
The Lorenzin development will provide 600 medium density homes; about 12001500 new residents, a minimum increase of 60% beyond the current 2000+ people in
Marino. Whilst the developer will need to provide their own open space as part of the
development, they will only provide the minimum and not address the shortfall in
Marino at present.
There is also a proposal for a DPA currently going through Council to change the
zoning in Marino, to allow smaller block sizes and hence the potential for subdivision
within certain areas of Marino, notably the more level areas on the main transport
corridors.( shaded area). This will reduce the amount of private back yards/green
space. If only 30 % of the current 900 homes take up the option over time that could
make for an additional 270 homes or 5-600 residents. This is largely a positive thing
as it will allow existing older residents to capitalise on their land and downsize without
leaving their neighbourhood. It will also free up more affordable options for young
families looking to move into the area; providing for a richer, more diverse
community.
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So in the next 10-20 years we may see Marino’s population double and the
number of young families increase further! Surely we will need more, not
less, accessible open space.
We understand that there has been no modelling on the impacts of Lorenzin and the
DPA on the level of accessible community facilities in Marino. Surely, if the provision of
accessible open space is a proportion of residential development, we will need more
not less in the future? Based on the fact that we are behind in the provision of
accessible open space now, we should not be reducing the stock of public land that
can be made available to serve this growing community. It seems odd, given the
circumstances, to sell an asset that is needed now and will be even moresoin the
future. If the Council needs to acquire additional land in the future to meet demand,
the revenue from the proposed sale will pale into insignificance, as the only option will
be to acquire land from private owners to meet demand!
It is always more problematic to get it back when it has gone??
This Reserve needs to be seen as part of a broader provision of amenity
within Marino
There is also the potential to enhance the network of accessible open spaces with
better linkages for walking and cycling as part of activating our city. It is possible in
the future, when the Boral Quarry haul road is relocated, to link via the golf course to
O’Halloran Hill Conservation Park in the East and to the Marino Conservation Park in
the south, among others. This approach fits well into the long- term vision of the
Glenthorne National Park network.
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Open Space and Active City policy
It is clear that accessible open space contributes significantly to the City wide
strategic objectives.
In reviewing the future value of McConnell reserve to the community, it is felt that the
lens so far, has been limited to its future role in the provision of sporting facilities
within the city of Marion and a focus of how it is now. No one was surprised that it did
not meet the current criteria for a neighbourhood sporting club facility. But there was
no opportunity for the community to engage in a conversation about what is needed in
Marino and what it could be in the future or if it could be repurposed to better meet
demand.
Open space is not always about formal sport and any review of open space/reserves
must recognise their value to the community as formal and informal active spaces, as
well as passive spaces. Their contribution and value is not just about people being in
the spaces and doing things, it is also about the wider contribution of natural
undeveloped space as a significant contributor to streetscape character, a sense of
wellbeing ie therapeutic space and the all- important flora and fauna habitat. Again,
the higher density proposed will reduce the size of gardens and hence the proportion
of landscape and natural habitat. In particular large un-regulated trees would most
likely be removed and not replaced. It is also likely that more demand will eventuate
for productive landscapes as back yards shrink and access to sunlight diminishes. So,
all of these aspects make retention of open space even more critical for the future
environment
Due to scarcity of this type of accessible open space in Marino and it has clear
potential as a destination reserve; it needs to be classified as a neighbourhood level
facility rather than just a local facility. Its value far exceeds that of a local
facility
With the above in mind, the McConnell Reserve in its entirety can significantly
contribute to Council’s strategic objectives; due to its contribution to a Liveable
suburb, providing the infrastructure to support community health and wellbeing as a
publicly-accessible piece of community land to support healthy activities for
community members of all ages.
As a public health promotion strategy, the provision of open space to support healthy
lifestyle and activities must be provided for in Marino, especially being a suburb with
such a dearth of publicly-accessible open space.
The McConnell Reserve, in its entirety, also provides the potential, if repurposed, to
provide open space infrastructure to support a Connected community; by providing a
community space for community interaction whether informal family-based activities
or more formally organised community functions and activities.
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Community Engagement
The Marino Residents Association was approached by local residents to lead a
campaign to raise awareness of the proposed disposal of the western half of McConnell
Reserve. With research and discussions it became clear that this was more than a local
issue and its disposal would impact on the current and future communities in Marino
and beyond. So we committed to the following strategy:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Research with Council and others on the future impacts of increased
density on accessible open space provision
Door knocking to seek input from residents including a questionnaire
Petitioning against disposal - paper and online
Public forum to discuss issue
Lobbying our elected representatives
Developing a shared vision for improvement to the entire reserve including
concept drawings
Submission of our own research regarding community opinions
Deputation to Council in August TBA

Research -Marion Council were very helpful in responding to our questions and
helping clarify, that statistically Marino is under- provided for in terms of accessible
open space (amongst other things) when compared with other suburbs.
Our door knocking and petition campaign on the eastern side of the railway line
has revealed a strong measure of support with only a small number (2-3) of those
contacted ambivalent about the sale. At the time of the public forum (13 July), we had
over 180 signatures on paper and 60+ online. We have also sought answers to a
short questionnaire (attached) which has given us interesting insights into the passion
for retention. Several have been submitted with good comments and many were filled
out on the night of the forum.
The current status as at 19 July is 217 paper signatures and 72 online, a total of
289 in support of retention.
The questionnaire revealed that many people didn’t even know that the western
side was a public reserve; they thought it was private land ( 43 out 0f 53). As part of
the door knocking of approx 280 homes residents were asked to fill out a brief
questionnaire, of the 217 signatories 53 people (24%) chose to fill it in and 29 added
comments.
There were 29 comments received as part of the doorknocking and the forum
(see attached). A small selection of some of them is included here:
“I am 10 years old and since I was 2 every time I went to my Nanna’s house I
have been playing basketball on the court and also every time I go to my Nanna’s
the first thing I ask is if I can go to the courts and I ride my bike and scooter up at
the courts as well”
“As density will increase in the next few years it is short-sighted to reduce public
open space. Many residents around the area now have young children who can
no-longer access plays pace (eg. New tennis courts took away playground). They
look for a family and child friendly area to visit. Enhancing amenities like
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McConnell Reserve could provide such a place. ……… Maybe outside exercise
machines could be installed and become part of a walking and cycling trail.”
“Council should be improving reserves for public use not selling them. Need flat
space to allow children to play, particularly in this area where roads are steep and
dangerous.”
In an age when we are trying to encourage children away from their computers
etc and to shoot hoops / play tennis / do anything physical, for the council to
consider selling is wrong and there is no justification for this.
Questionnaire results

The Public Forum 13 July We had over 70 people on a cold wet winter’s night, so a
sterling effort and indication that the McConnell issue is one that affects us all.
We were joined by Member for Bright David Speirs, Mayor Kris Hanna and Councillors,
Ian Crossland, Nick Westwood and Bruce Hull. Unfortunately Tim Gard could not
attend due to a serious family matter. Nicolle Flint was represented by Zoe from her
electoral office, as Nicolle was in Canberra overnight. This was an excellent response
to our invitation and a reflection on the importance of this issue. The elected officials
were all impressed by the number of people attending. The local Messenger press
were also represented and they are writing an article on the campaign.
The presentation (attached) was well received and during a facilitated Q&A session,
the Mayor was invited to answer questions on behalf of the Council. This was
successful and conducted in a very respectful manner by all. He clarified the situation
on several matters and confirmed that the final decision would be taken by Council on
August 22, taking into account the consultation feedback and sessions such as the
forum; if the full Council voted in favour of the sale proceeding, the matter would go
to the relevant Minister for approval. It was noted that we could lobby the State
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Government if we were still unhappy about the decision. We expressed the hope that
that would not be necessary.

The community raised many good points and demonstrated a clear understanding that
this was not just about a local reserve but impacted the whole community as we are
currently under supplied with suitable usable open space and particular play areas. It
was pointed out several times that the number of young families is increasing and so
the demand was high and also increasing accordingly. One senior member said he was
prepared to pay more rates if the Council were short of money. Council confirmed that
it wasn't about the money, only the fact that it wasn't required any more.
David Speirs made a very clear statement at the end of the meeting that he is
opposed to the sale, based particularly on the lack of open space associated with this
are. In particular the impact of the decision by Holdfast Bay Council’s new tennis
centre which removed a much loved level reserve and playground, enjoyed by all in
Marino. (See attached) This point was also reinforced by a father of a young family
early in the Q&A session.
Nicolle Flint has shown her support for the retention of the land based on a similar
premise.
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A potential vision
As part of the Association’s consultation process and in order to demonstrate the
potential value of the entire reserve as a neighbourhood accessible open space; the
MRA prepared a concept for the Reserve to meet the clear need within the community.
This concept is designed to capitalise on the natural attributes of the space and act as
a magnet for local residents to connect with their community and nature.

McConnell Reserve existing site plan
The following concept aims to integrate and unify the two sides of the reserve to
maximise its potential. Whilst the reserve is split by a minor local road currently, it
should be seen as one reserve.
We should be aware that open space for community use and recreation will be vital for
the wellbeing of this area. Not just for the human population but for the land itself.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Why not unlock the potential of McConnell Reserve to cater for our
residents and visitors from outside the area?
Make the reserve more child friendly by adding a playground.
Seating and shade on the western side would see more people visiting to
relax, watch the kids, join friends and enjoy the view.
Install outdoor fitness machines to promote activity and exercise for health
and wellbeing.
McConnell Reserve could be part of a walking trail for local and visiting
walkers.
It could be part of a cycling trail—as it already seems to be, why not
advertise and bring more people to the area?
It could be a stage for local cyclists to try out their muscles and endurance
in the Marion City Cyclathon??
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McConnell Reserve potential site plan
One key element of this vision is to integrate both sides of the reserve by the creation
of a central plaza(5) . The road is very quiet and could easily be treated as a shared
surface with alternative treatment to the tarmac and create a unified hub. The
parking nodes (4) will signify the entrance to this shared area.
This plaza could have the shelter, bbq, bike station (8) and act as the central event
space (with temporary closure option) including power and water provision for pop-up
or mobile cafes.
The eastern side could be the more active side with the tennis courts being upgraded
to a multipurpose court (3). The paddock could be re configured to provide picnic
areas (9), informal games space (2) and a playground (1).(Nature play)
The western side could be developed in as a more passive, restorative and reflective
way, with casual grassed and paved areas (9), some indigenous plantings (6) and
perhaps a meditative labyrinth(7).
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Proposed developed concept view from Western side

This concept is not offered as a fixed solution but to demonstrate the potential for
our suburb to have a unique public open space in a prominent location as part of a
network of inter connected accessible green spaces to support our community’s
health and wellbeing, and fulfil a clearly unmet provision in Marino.
Conclusion
Firstly, given we have an overall under provision of accessible open space in
Marino; we must not reduce that provision. Indeed we need to look how we can
add accessible open space and at the same time make better use of the areas we
do control. The impact of the future changes in population and density do appear
not to have been properly modelled and considered in the proposal to potentially
dispose of one significant part of our open space.
The review of McConnell Reserve has been limited to one of sport lead recreation
and its designated status as a local reserve has missed the opportunity to view it in
the light of the broader strategic vision for the City of Marion and Marino. Clearly if
the Reserve is viewed through a broader lens and in recognition of the clear under
-provision suburb- wide, then this land has value as part of a neighbourhood
facility for the whole suburb, and should be repurposed and enhanced for all.
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If it is not about revenue then let’s make it about the level of amenity.
Clearly there is a need for more extensive engagement with the community and
the Council on any future approach to McConnell Reserve.
In summary
Marino is under- supplied with level accessible public open space- we
need more not less
This is not just a local reserve, it is a suburb- wide issue
This is a unique level location with views
This should be a destination reserve
Let’s unlock its potential for multi-purpose use by all
Let’s link it via a network to other open spaces
Let’s keep it for future generations as our population increases
and demographics change
We therefore implore Marion Council not to revoke the community land status
of the McConnell Reserve West land parcel and commence engagement with
the community on its future use and enhancement.
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Attachments:

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Signed Petition (Paper)
Paper Questionnaire
Link to online petition https
Community comments
Beryl Hall’s presentation as long term resident
Letter from David Speirs
Letter from Nicolle Flint
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McConnell Avenue Reserve Questionnaire

Name: ……………………………………………………………….(confidential)

Address: Street only………………………………………………(confidential)

1. Are you aware the Council are pursuing revocation of community
title and sale of the western side of the McConnell Avenue Reserve
for residential development?
Yes / No
2. Do you use McConnell Reserve

Yes / No

3. Did you know that the western side of the McConnell Avenue
Reserve- the basket ball court is owned by Council?
Yes / No
4. Do you feel the current use of the land on the western side of the
McConnell Avenue Reserve is inviting?
Yes / No
5. Are you aware of the Lorenzin Development and the proposal to
increase density in Marino in the future
Yes / No
6. Would you like to see the natural environment of the western side of
McConnell Avenue enhanced for community use
Yes / No
7. Do you agree with the revocation of community title and disposal of
the western side of the McConnell Avenue Reserve?
Yes / No

8. Would you be happy to attend a workshop to discuss the future of
McConnell Reserve in the Future
Yes / No
Comments:

City of Marion McConnell Avenue Reserve Revocation
Consultation submission – Comments from Questionnaire
1

A walk to the top of Jervois St is well and truly worth it looking at the fab view
and should be able to be shared by all.

2

The Lorenzin Development is not a good idea. An expansion of the Marion golf
course to 18 holes could create a world class course.

3

Creating a relaxing space for adults and children to play and explore in the area
is ideal.

4

It would be great to have more public spaces to share with the local community.

5

Open spaces important in this area.

6

Would love to see enhancement of green spaces and areas for kids to play!

7

As density will increase in the next few years it is short-sighted to reduce public
open space. Many residents around the area now have young children who can
no-longer access plays pace (eg. New tennis courts took away playground).
They look for a family and child friendly area to visit. Enhancing amenities like
McConnell Reserve could provide such a place. Also, the western side could
provide (as it already does) a safe place to take a breather for the many local
walkers and cyclists who use this area for exercise. Maybe outside exercise
machines could be installed and become part of a walking and cycling trail.

8

As a child I grew up at Marino and played on the courts and reserve (western
half very regularly). Now 43 and with children of my own, we visit Mum often
and my children love to play there each time. We would all be devastated if the
area was destroyed.

9

I am 10 years old and since I was 2 every time I went to my Nanna’s house I
have been playing basketball on the court and also every time I go to my
Nanna’s the first thing I ask is if I can go to the courts and I ride my bike and
scooter up at the courts as well.

9

We have lived in Marino for 20 years. We do not have a lot of family reserves.
In the area we have lots of young families moving in. We need this area for the
kids.

10

Council should be improving reserves for public use not selling them. Need flat
space to allow children to play, particularly in this area where roads are steep
and dangerous.

11

Safe are for children to play while parents play tennis on tennis court.
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12
13

Much needed open space for children to play after school and at weekends.
Lot 189 McConnell Avenue has always been such a safe and enjoyable area
and part of our lives since the mid 70’s. My children and friends and now my
grandchildren learned to ride their bikes etc and practice goals and ball skills.
They loved the natural grassed area and to play feeling safe and open. It’s the
first thing my family ask when visiting ‘let’s go play on the courts’ (Lot 189).
Unfortunately the fence has spoiled the freedom to come and go and the
obvious play area it was. Whilst families played tennis, my kids played on the
roundabout (now gone) or rode their bikes or shot goals on Lot 189. Now, it
appears to be fenced off to visitors as if privately owned and too hard or
awkward to enter with a bike or scooter, etc.

14

The increasing housing density and younger families moving into this area of
Marino justifies the retention of the McConnell Ave Reserve. I believe this land
was a private gift for the use of the community. It is the only child / family
friendly open space in the area.

15

Why on earth do we need to sell or build on every piece of vacant land?
Enough is enough. More open space please, not less.

16

We need to keep as much flat land as possible for children’s use. Also, it’s
important to have a place to pause while walking in a hilly area.

17

The revocation should be deferred to have a proper conversation over future of
open space in Marino.

18

Although it has been suggested that we have alternative options for space in
our area those that are mentioned are not ideal for our children. I have heard
grandparents and parents mention that they sorely miss the small playground
where the tennis/netball courts have been built. The tennis/netball courts are an
asset to our area but the small playground which was utilised frequently has
now gone. I believe the McConnell St West area should provide a small
playground area for our children/grandchildren. The obvious attribute of this
piece of property is the locality and view and it could perhaps have a big
telescope for visitors to the playground to be able to see down the coast to the
sea (similar to the one entering Victor Harbor) and is already a popular spot to
view the fireworks.

19

Nice to be kept as a community place. I like Marino – low density and
community minded greenery and parks – unlike Oaklands Park which is now
higher density. Sold house there because of crowding.

20

Played basketball there – knew it was council owned – like to see it as multi-use
. Lived here for 77 years!

21

Keep the reserve for the continued benefit of local children.
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22
23

As a young family in Marino, community space is highly valued.
Thought the court was private as fenced off. Often use the tennis courts. Want
more open space for kids.

24

Need more flat recreational space?

25

It is an important space for the community and it would be great if there was a
playground for children to play.

26

The retention of current levels of open space is essential, especially in view of
the impending increase in population density within the suburb.

27

Money spent on modern children’s play equipment would be greatly used.

28

A wellbeing space for the community.

29

In an age when we are trying to encourage children away from their computers
etc and to shoot hoops / play tennis / do anything physical, for the council to
consider selling is wrong and there is no justification for this.
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This isn’t the first time that Marino is in danger of losing the open space , recreational
possibilities and magnificent coastal and city views afforded by McConnell Reserve.
Around 2000 due to the protracted and persistent efforts of Marino Residents
Association and Marion Council, the asphalt plant in Linwood Quarry was finally closed..
but the Council then decided to sell off the Reserve.
It was in a dilapidated state, having had little to no maintenance for many years and
residents were informed that the Council could not afford to resurface.
We approached Boral and the then C.E.O. of the Council Mark Searle and suggested
that Boral donated the asphalt while the Council repaired the tennis court fences and
removed high fencing from the western side replacing with a low tubular fence.
Local residents, led by Nigel Wesson, have since kept the areas tidy, spread mulch,
repainted lines and replaced nets.
It was made clear at the time that there would be no further enhancement of the
Reserve beyond a pergola, barbecue and bench.
McConnell Reserve is not just a local space for local residents. It is a community space
set high on a hill and it is flat land.
I’ve lived at the top of Jervois Tce since 1990. The house looks straight down
McConnell Ave.
Every day I see exactly why the Reserve is a space which needs to be preserved.
•

Young children go to the western side to learn how to ride bikes, skates,

•

skateboards.
Older youngsters go to practise ball skills.

•
•

People of all ages go to play tennis, shoot hoops or sit and watch others.
Many people walk up the hill and round to rest at the reserve during their
regular walking for exercise.

•

Every morning there are groups of cyclists, some of them professional teams
who ride round the hills and stop to admire the view and take a breather. {Just
for fun we sometimes hold up scorecards, when there are lots of ‘cyclists in the
‘peleton’ and occasionally we bring out water or offer first aid]
Young men and women walk up the hill with racquets and a large sweeping brush.
Families come for family gatherings.

•
•
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•

•

Special occasions people gather at the Reserve. How many saw the tall ships sail
by some years ago? I have been present at several spontaneous community
gatherings for many years on New Year’s Eve to watch the fireworks at
Seacliff, Brighton, way down the Coast and in the City from both sides of the
Reserve.
At various times I have been there playing tennis, shooting hoops, acting as
catcher for my son who played baseball and had a ‘wicked’ arm,{I just had a sore
hand even with the mitt on] watching my son and his friend learning how to twirl
firesticks![Well the western side has nothing to catch fire and I didn’t want to
endanger my house!]

And providing refreshments for family, neighbours, friends and their kids after they
had spent time down on McConnell Reserve.
It has been part of the fabric of the community for many years and I know many
people in this area have similar stories and memories to share---maybe not the
firesticks!
So, let’s look to the future.
As more people with young families are taking the place of long term residents,
as the population of the area will increase dramatically with the proposed building of
the Lorenzin site and proposed increased density along the railway corridor.
We should be aware that open space for community use and recreation will be vital for
the wellbeing of this area. Not just for the human population but for the land itself.
Flat surface space is rare in most of Marino apart from the main road through the
suburb.
•

Why not unlock the potential of McConnell Reserve to cater for our residents

•
•

and visitors from outside the area.?
Make the reserve more child friendly by adding a playground.
Seating and shade on the Western side would see more people visiting to relax,
watch the kids, join friends and enjoy the view.

•
•
•
•

Install Outdoor fitness machines to promote activity and exercise for health
and wellbeing.
As David has shown on his map, McConnell Reserve could be part of a walking
trail for local and visiting walkers.
It could be part of a cycling trail—as it already seems to be ,why not advertise
and bring more people to the area?
It could be a stage for local cyclists to try out their muscles and endurance in
the Marion City Cyclathon??
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I recently visited the Oaklands Park Wetlands Reserve—for the first time I am
ashamed to say.
It is amazing, beautifully kept, lovely walks, different areas, playgrounds and barbecue
areas. I was with my teenage grandson. There were 5 other visitors there during the 2
hours we spent walking around. I did not assume that it was a waste of several millions
of dollars for the 7 of us that day as I am sure that thousands of people will have seen
or will be seeing this excellent space which is a credit to our area.

Take a look at the various ideas put forward by MRA members, especially Kinda and
David and maybe add your own ideas .We need to work together to encourage Marion
Council to retain McConnell Reserve and enhance its unique potential as a multi purpose
spaceto be another jewel in the crown of Marion Council area.
Its open aspect provides a safe place for young people to play and its unique setting
should not be reserved for a fortunate few who may build houses there.

After all---when it’s gone it’s gone for ever!
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